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Introduction
I. West African Kingdom (1600-

1904), developed on Abomey 
Plateau, among the Fon people

II. Regional power in the 18th and 
19th century through conquest 
of key coastal cities 

III. Domestic economy built on 
slave labor and international 
trade with Europe

IV. Centralized political and 
administrative organizations 

V. Invaded by the French and 
colonized in 1894

VI. Unique features: Amazons, 
artwork, Vodun, music 



Outline

I. Foundation
II. Political Organization 
III. State Formation & 

Institutions
IV. Art & Culture 
V. Legacy



Foundation
• The Myth of Agassou

• Regicide and Departure from Tado

• Davié (Allada) and Departure of Dogbagli 
Guénou (Do Aklin) to the plateau of 
Guédévi

• Ganyé Hessou and Dako Donou: the 
foundation

• Houégbadja and the consolidation of the 
Kingdom (41 laws of the Kingdom’s 
Constitution) 

• Akaba and the formation of the name, 
Danxomè



Foundation



Political Organization of 
the Kingdom: The 
Cabinet

• The Dada or King
• The Gbonougan or Ministers 

• Migan/Migannon, Prime Minister and 
Minister of Justice

• Akplogan, Minister of Cults who was 
based in Allada

• Mèhou/Mèhounon, Second Prime Minister, 
preceptor of the princes/princesses

• Yovogan, Minister of Foreign Affairs 
who was based in Ouidah

• Adjaho, Minister in Charge of Security
• Binazon, Minister of Finances
• Tokpo, Minister of Agriculture



Political Organization of the Kingdom: The 
Military

• Officially instituted by King Guezo and led by a Commander in Chief aka Gahou
• Composed of both men and women (Agoodjié aka Amazones)
• King Guézo also reorganized and officially instituted the women’s army
• Main battles:

• Guézo vs the Manhi (1828-1829): Victorious
• First attack of Atakpamè (1840): The whole would have been defeated if it 

wasn’t for the Amazones
• Second attack of Atakpamè (1849): Victorious because of the Amazones
• Defeated in Abeokuta in 1851





State Formation:  French Invasion and End 
of the Kingdom

1890 1892 1894

March-April 1890: 
Zogbo Battle

October 1890: 
Atchoukpa Battle 
and Peace Treaty

March-September 1892: 
Second Invasion

November 1890: 
Abomey under 
French Control

King Gbèhanzin’s
surrenders after a 
two-year battle

January 1984: 
Gbèhanzin gave 
himself up to 
Dodds

June 1894: 
Signature of 
Degree of 
Dependence 



Topaze
Battle



Dogba 
Battle



King 
Behanzin 
Surrenders



King 
Behanzin 
Deported



State 
Institutions
• Royal Palace
• Dé (Customs)
• Army 
• Bureaucracy:

• Translators
• Logistics for the 

King’s Journeys
• Central Bank

Response from King Gele



Royal 
Palace



Economic Organization 
of the Kingdom
• Amlonkouè (paid by everyone including children able to do a 

one-day journey on foot with small luggage)

• Kouzou (collected on palm trees, corns and millet by farmers)

• Tariffs (Dé gbigba kouè’) collected at the customs (Dênou)

• Taxes imposed on goods being sold in every markets

• 50% discount on all goods sold by Europeans to the King 

• Hunters had to provide the royal family with a tax on the 
proceeds from hunting

• Kannoumonnon or slaves worked at the farms of the royal 
family and were also being sold to western slave traders





Art & Culture





Traditional 
Dance

Video

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=duiyobfigfo


Legacy
Dr. Kojo Tovalou, Nephew 
of Behanzin, with Marcus 
Garvey (1924)



Roberta Dodd Crawford, Lyric soprano

Connection 
to the United 
States
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